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PERISCOPE. 


THERAPEUTICAL. 

OPERATIVE TREATMENT OF DEFORMITIES 
RESULTING FROM INFANTILE SPINAL AND 
CEREBRAL SPASTIS PARALYSIS. 

In the Medical News, Dec. 19, 1891, Dc Forest Wil¬ 
lards, M.D., Ph.D., states that the deformities of in¬ 
fantile paralysis are preventable by apparatus, but if 
distortion has occurred, secure the best possible limb 
by immediate surgical procedure, and in some way make 
the patient walk. Apparently hopelessly distorted cases 
can be put upon their feet, and even great deformity does 
not contra-indicate an attempt to straighten the limb and give 
the individual the power of locomotion. Atrophied limbs 
can be straightened and incorporated as a part of the loco¬ 
motive apparatus. Exercise will develop even badly 
shrunken limbs and continuous improvement may be expect¬ 
ed. In the majority of cases surgical measures are prefera¬ 
ble, after which mechanical appliances should be employed. 
Tenotomy or myotomy, while not curative, promotes the 
health and happiness of the patient. In spastic cases re¬ 
lapse is more common than in infantile paralysis, but the 
great benefit to body and mindsecured by locomotion amply 
repays for the attempt at rectification. A. F. 

Obesity (Dietetic Gazette, Dec. 1891). A French journal 
recommends a simple mode of dieting for curing obesity, 
which is attributed to an army doctor. A colonel, who was 
threatened to be retired from the army, as he was so heavy 
that it required two men to lift him into the saddle, became 
thin in a few weeks, and to such an extent that he had to 
take means to recover what he had lost. The means con¬ 
sisted simply in not eating more than one dish at any meal. 
It is said by doing this the stomach never takes too much. 
Nevertheless nothing but the one dish should be taken ; no 
condiments or soups or supplementary dessert should be al¬ 
lowed. A. F. 

SPASMODIC WRY NECK. 

Noble Smith, F.R.C.S., Ed., in a recent publication 
endeavors to show that neither drugs, local applica¬ 
tions, nor other general methods are of permanent use 
in the treatment of well-established wry neck. That 
electricity has failed to do permanent good, except in 
some recent cases. That nerve-stretching cannot with cer¬ 
tainty be depended upon. That section and ablution of 
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a piece of the spinal accessory nerve is certain to remove all 
spasm from the muscles supplied by that nerve, and is very 
likely to remove spasms set up in other muscles, although 
other nerves are apparently involved. That the most satis¬ 
factory plan of operation is section of the nerve upon the 
inner side of the sterno-mastoid before it enters the muscle. 
That when other muscles remain spasmodically affected, 
the spasms may be removed by section of the nerves sup¬ 
plying those muscles. That operations of section of the 
spinal accessory nerve, and of the posterior roots of the cer¬ 
vical nerves, are not followed by serious inconvenience from 
paralysis of the muscles. That there seems to be no risk of 
the reunion of the nerves, and return of the spasms after 
operation. A. F. 

THE SULPHATE OF DUBOISIA IN MENTAL 

DISEASES. 

Preiniger has used the sulphate of duboisia as a calma¬ 
tive and hypnotic in mental affections with good results. 
The action of this agent much resembles that of hyoscine, 
while its inconveniences when given in too strong a dose 
are the same. When administered to an insane patient, 
sleep sets in from ten to twenty minutes, and lasts from 
one to eight hours. Sometimes the sleep is of short dura¬ 
tion, yet, on awakening there persists a somnlent condition 
and prostration which more or less takes its place. If the 
dose be larger than two-and-a-half to three mgrms, the 
patients become agitated, the extremities jerk, the pulse 
becomes accelerated, the respiration increases in fre¬ 
quency, and the temperature rises—even hallucinations may 
set in. The peculiar idiosyncrasis of patients with regard 
to occustecination, and its intensity of action should be 
borne in mind. The maximum dose for subcutaneous use, 
and which should not be increased, is two mgrms.— 
Administered by the mouth it sometimes does not act. 
(Le Bulletin Medical, No. 88, 1891.) F. H. P. 

TRAUMATIC EPILEPSY; OPERATION; NO LE¬ 
SION FOUND, YET FOLLOWED BY GREAT 
IMPROVEMENT. 

Marchesano reports the case of a man, forty-three years 
of age, who, at the age of fourteen was kicked in the head 
by a mule, and in consequence had since suffered from 



